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Dear Members,

It is hard to believe that another year is drawing to an end. What is it about getting older and
time passing quicker……?

It has been a successful year for BVF with some good events and excellent results both at home
and internationally.

The committee has worked hard this year and I am pleased that all members stood for re-
election at the AGM in September and were elected. Malcolm Fare and John Mason accepted
their co-opted positions as Publicity Officer and IT Consultant and Carl Morris accepted the role
of Chairman of Selectors again, reappointing Jane Hutchison, Neal Mallett and Gillian Worman as
his team. John Mason continues as Chairman of Ranking System Committee, working on BVF
Ranking with Graham Paul, Lindsay Watkiss and Hugh Kernohan. Lucy Wright took on the
workload as Membership Secretary earlier this year and she now officially has this portfolio. I
am sure that you will agree with me that she is doing a fantastic job, particularly keeping
membership up to date and entertained with her regular, brilliant e-letters, and she is now co-
posting on the BVF Facebook page too. Lucy, thank you very much. You are a star!

At the AGM there was a very interesting and passionate debate on the proposal to change the
name of British Veterans Fencing to British Masters Fencing, with strong views on both sides.
The motion was very narrowly defeated, so we remain British Veterans Fencing. The committee
withdrew the proposed constitution changes as there was an error in the documentation, which
had been overlooked.

The committee has recently spent a lot of time discussing the rules for selection for 2020 for the
European Team Championships and World Championships and then agreed on the rules format
for both events. Special thanks to Carl, Lucy and John for the work they subsequently put in to
fine tune the wording. The rules can be found on the BVF website:
http://www.veterans-fencing.co.uk/documents/Selection-rules-for-2020.pdf

Selection Ranking Points will be accumulated by the best two results from the following three
events:
BVF International (4/5 January in Guildford)
BVF Championships (28 February – 1 March in Nottingham)
BVF Age Groups (28/29 March in Manchester)

Graham Paul, IFO, is Event Manager for the BVF International Open, which includes EVF Circuit
Epee (see page 8). Entry for this is now closed with 361 weapon entries from 320 fencers, 219
of which are for Epee with 18 European countries represented including GBR!
Lindsay Watkiss, DFO has been working with David Sweeney and Marcia Stretch on the BVF
Championships which are being held in Nottingham, 28 February - 1 March, and this promises to
be a special event.  Mike Swiffin is the Event Manager for the BVF Age Groups and plans for this
are well in hand.

I was delighted to be able to go the Hampshire Open to take some photos in September. This
was a fabulous weekend with both Senior and Veterans competitions; well run by Jenny Morris
and team, a great social with a meal out on the Saturday, good fencing and a friendly
atmosphere all round. All that a good Vets event should be! I thoroughly
recommend that you consider entering the 2020 ‘Hamster’!

Chairman’s letter

http://www.veterans-fencing.co.uk/documents/Selection-rules-for-2020.pdf
http://www.veterans-fencing.co.uk/documents/Selection-rules-for-2020.pdf
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Marcia Stretch very ably ran the Winton Cup at RAF Cosford with DT: John Crouch, John Mason
and Mike Robinson. We were delighted to welcome Carol Winton again, who presented the
Winton Cup and medals to winning team, South East. The committee decided to award what
were individual trophies to the best teams for each weapon. Results are on page 10.
Congratulations to South East and all Team winners!

It was an honour and pleasure for me to be Team Manager for the World Championships in
Cairo, Egypt in October. Great Britain had superb results with 4 Gold, 4 Silver and 2 Bronze
medals finishing second on the medal table and with a string of last eights as well this was a
very successful Championships for us. Our Egyptian hosts made us very welcome and put on a
professional, slick and friendly event. Thanks to Egyptian Fencing Federation, Organising
Committee and the FIE for such a fantastic Championships. I was honoured to accept an award
on behalf of BVF from the Egyptian Fencing Federation for the second highest number of weapon
entries, 70. An unexpected but very thoughtful and appreciated gesture. For the first time at a
Veterans World Championships, the FIE provided live stream commentary, very able carried out
by Karim Bashir, working with Tristan Mueller. An excellent and much appreciated job! Thanks
to both. I know that many of you were following at home. (See page 10 for results.) Karim has
written a report on the Championships which, together with photos, will be in the January
edition of The Sword. Keep a look out!

My thanks to all the committee, Selectors, Ranking System sub-committee, Event Managers,
DT, referees and volunteers for their continued hard work and last but certainly not least to you,
our BVF membership, for your support.

From the committee, and me personally, I wish you all a Peaceful and Happy Christmas and the
best of health, happiness and great fencing in 2020.

Sincerely,

Gillian Aghajan
BVF Chairman
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2020 Calendar
Jan 4-5 BVF Ranking event

Cambridge Winter Tournament, University of Cambridge Sports Centre, Philippa Fawcett
Drive, Cambridge CB3 0AS

Jan 4-5
BVF Ranking event, EVF Epee Circuit and BVF Selection event
BVF International Open, Spectrum Centre, Guildford
Event Manager: Graham Paul
BF Licence: 35973

Feb 1-2 European Ranking event
EVF Foil Circuit, Faches

Feb 8-9 BVF Ranking event
Merseyside Open, Greenbank Sports Academy

Feb 28- Mar 1
BVF Ranking event and BVF Selection event
BVF Championships 2020, Nottingham :Friday Sabre; Saturday Foil: Sunday Epee
Event Manager: Marcia Stretch

Feb 29- Mar 1 European Ranking event
EVF Epee Circuit, Kiev

Mar 7-8 European Ranking event
EVF Sabre Circuit, Bologna

Mar 21-22 European Ranking event
EVF Foil Circuit, Graz

Mar 28-29
BVF Ranking event and BVF Selection event
Age Groups 2020, Manchester Fencing Centre
Event Manager: Mike Swiffin

Apr 4-5 ?
BVF Ranking event
West Midlands Open 2020, Dudley, West Midlands
Event Manager: Marcia Stretch

Apr 4-5 European Ranking event
EVF Sabre Circuit, Liege

Apr 4-5 European Ranking event
EVF Epee Circuit, Wroclaw

Apr 18 Veterans Home International 2020, Bristol - venue TBC

May 21-24 European Team Championships, Brussels, Belgium  Team Manager: Gillian Aghajan

Sep 19-20
BVF Ranking event
Hampshire Vets Open, Portsmouth Tennis Centre
Also a Senior Open on opposing days

Sep 26-27 Veterans Winton Cup 2020, RAF Cosford
Event Manager: Marcia Stretch

Sep 26 BVF AGM, Telford Centre Hotel by Accor, Telford TF3 4NA
6:00pm

Oct 24-30 Veterans World Championships, Pore , Croatia Team Manager: Gillian Aghajan
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Where in the World?

Were you there?

1

2

3

4

5 1. Maribor
2. Stralsund
3. Poreč
4. Terni
5. Livonro

Photos - Editor
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Annual General Meeting
of the England Veterans Fencing Association
held on Saturday 28th September 2019, 19:30
hours at Telford Centre Hotel by Accor, Forge Gate,
Telford, TF3 4NA

Present:

1) Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Silvia Brown and Andrew Brown.

2) Minutes of the AGM held on 23rd March 2018
The minutes were accepted as a true record. Proposed by Jenny Morris and seconded by Janet
Baron.

3) Matters Arising
None.

4) Report of Officers
a) Chairman’s Report
A copy of the report had previously been circulated via email by Lucy Wright on 1st September
2019 and copies are available on the England Fencing (EF) website. John reminded the meeting
that all EVF documents were displayed on the EF website.

b) Secretary’s Report
The committee had met and communicated by email and telephone throughout the year. This
year the number of members was down by 30 members. As of 31st December 2018
membership stood at 485 (515 in 2017). At that date there were 139 (145) women and 346
(370) men. The age distribution as of 31st December 2018 was:

Women:  Category 1 = 36 (41)  Category 2 = 50 (51)  Category 3 = 35 (36)
Category 4 = 18 (17)

Men:   Category 1 = 66 (79)  Category 2 = 133(145) Category 3 = 85 (85)
Category 4 = 62 (61)

Thanks go to John Mason for providing the information to help the compilation of this report and
sending out emails, to Gillian Aghajan for ensuring England items appear in the BVF newsletter
and Lucy Wright for sending information out to members via email.

John Crouch - Chairman
Moya McNamara - Secretary
Caroline Clancy - Treasurer
David Sweeney
Sue Church
Sue Benney
Susan Brooks
Valerie Young
Peter Baron
Caryl Oliver

Caron Hale
Susan Uff
Lisa Drage
Shirley Smith-Newsam
Marilyn Wheelband
Jacqueline Hibbert
Jenny Morris
Jane Hutchison
Ev van Gemeren
Vanessa Hendra

Dave Miller
Graham Paul
Carole Seheult
Chris Prevett
Claudia Baxter
Janet Baron
Paul Baillache
Dave Bridges
Richard Sage
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c) Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer's report had been published via email on 1st September 2019. England Fencing
subsidised EVF at the Glasgow Home international and each year we receive £1 per member
from BVF. The funds stand at £3854.43. The Treasurer's report was accepted. Proposed by Peter
Baron and seconded by David Sweeney.

5) Election of Officers and Committee members
The Chairman reported that John Crouch (Chairman), Moya McNamara (Secretary), Caroline
Clancy (Treasurer) and Peter Baron and Ev Van Gemeren (Committee members) were willing to
stand again and were duly re-elected en bloc.  Lucy Wright has resigned and Caryl Oliver was
duly elected on to the committee.

6) Any Other Business
a) England Championships: Jane Hutchison had asked that this matter be discussed.
At last year’s AGM it was agreed that the committee would carry out a feasibility study by the
end of July 2018 into running an England Veterans Fencing Championships (EVFC). If such an
event was feasible it would need to be built into the calendar.
This had been looked at and a provisional date in early November at Manchester Fencing Centre
had been booked. However on further investigation, given the busy fencing calendar and the
fact that no one had come forward to run the event it had been cancelled. It was felt that a
central venue was needed and the issue would be looked at again this year.

b) Selection criteria for the England team had not yet been discussed. Once BVF sort out their
ranking system we can use that. There are 2 events in 2020 where selection will be needed i.e.
the Home International which is likely to be held in the Bristol area and the Commonwealths in
Canada.

The meeting closed at 19:40 hours.

England WE team wins Gold at the Home Nations 2019, Cardiff

Photo - Editor
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EVF Circuit Events

The new circuit of EVF ranking events started at the end of August. This is a series of 12 events,
4 for each weapon, which are being held around Europe, for which fencers receive European
Ranking points. Some of our fencers have taken part in these events with some excellent
results. BVF is proud to be hosting Epee at the BVF International in Guildford, 4-5 January.

Paul Wedge - Gold MF 60-69
Budapest Foil
Richard Sage - 9th

Beth Davidson - Gold
Michele Narey - Bronze WS 50-59
Madrid Sabre

Current Rankings - 1/12/19
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Ingrid Heskett - Bronze WE 50-59
Turku, Finland - Epee

Stop Press!
Circuit Memoriam Max Geuter - Foil
Munich, Germany

MF 50-59
Kola Abidogun - Bronze
Mike McKay - 12th
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Results
Veterans Winton Cup 2019

1       South East
2       South West
3       South
4       Yorkshire
5       Eastern
6       London
7       North West
8       Wales
9       North Britain
10     Midlands

Weapon Team Trophies

Frank Mills Trophy  Mens Foil   South East
John Mason Trophy  Mens Epee   South West
Cary Zitcer Trophy  Mens Sabre  North West
Frank Mills Trophy  Womens Foil  South East
Gillian Aghajan Trophy Womens Epee    South East
Les Jones Trophy  Womens Sabre South West

Veterans World Championships 2019,
Cairo, Egypt
GOLD   MF B   Paul Wedge
GOLD   ME C  Brian Causton
GOLD   WS C   Silvia Brown
GOLD   WS TEAM Silvia Brown, Beth Davidson, Vivien Frith, Jenny Morris,
    Michele Narey, Yvonne Walls, Captain -Jane Hutchison

SILVER  WS A   Beth Davidson
SILVER  WS C  Vivien Frith
SILVER   WE C  Susan Uff
SILVER   WF TEAM Sheila Anderson, Amanda Baxendale, Caron Hale
    Clare Halsted (Captain), Kristin Payne, Marion Thomas

BRONZE   MF B  John Troiano
BRONZE  WS A  Jacqueline Esimaje-Heath

L8

Andrew Brown   ME C (6)
Richard Cohen   MS C (5)
Michael Compton   MS C (6)
Caron Hale    WF B (8)
Hugh Kernohan   ME B (5)
Michele Narey   WS B (6)
Bill Osbaldeston   MS C (7)
Kristin Payne   WF C (7)
Valerie Young  WE B (8)

Jane Clayton, SE Team Captain, is presented
with the Winton Cup by Carol Winton
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Competition results (top half)

Competition results compiled using
Trawler software
© John Mason - Eureka Data

Reminder
Please remember to enter
competitions using the name
you have registered for BVF
membership. If you use
another name your results will
not be found by the software
that compiles the results
reports.

Shropshire Open - 14/09/2019

MF (39) 13 Mike McKay

ME (33) 6 Oliver Massey
  14 Rob Brooks
  16 Peter James

MS (22) 1 Rubin Nash
  3T Stefan Leponis
  8 Neil Bowd
  9 Julian Ghosh

WF (14) 6 Caron Hale

WE (10) 1 Valerie Young
  2 Catherine Bowd

3T Pamela Fairweather
 3T Marilyn Hardy

WS (14) 6 Michele Narey
7 Alexandra Sapetschnig

Congratulations

to Rubin Nash

Gold MS -

Shropshire Open!

Summer Open Epee - 17/08/2019

ME (42) 6 Hugh Kernohan
  11 Stephen Domek
  14 Pete Eames
  17 John Prime

19 Stephan Munn

Congratulations

to Valerie Young

Gold WE -

Shropshire Open!

Hampshire Open - 21/09/2019

MF (21) 5 Peter Lennard
  8 Paul Baillache
  9 Paul Lowen
  12 Graham Paul

ME (48) 5 PhilipJordan
  8 James Fleming-Fido

10 Simon Pink
 11 Will Miller
 15  Jeremy Baker
 16 Roberto Balbontin
 18 Rob Brooks

MS (22) 1 Mo Mansoori
  3T Rubin Nash
  5 Carl Morris
  7 Neil Bowd

WF (16) 3T Beatrice Taylor
  3T Marion Thomas
  6 Caron Hale

WE (22) 2 Ingrid Heskett
  3T Helen Thouless
  5 Valerie Young

8 Delia Bowley
 9 Catherine Bowd
 10 Susan Brooks

WS (14) 2 Michele Narey
3T Alexandra Sapetschnig

 3T Lucy Wright
Congratulations

to Mo Mansoori

Gold MS -

Hampshire Open!



DECEMBER 2019           12

Milner-Barry Cup - 6/10/2019

WE (65) 20 Christine Steiner

Competition results (top half)

Welsh Open - 9/11/2019

MF (110) 26 Mike McKay

ME (78) 23 Jonathan Stanbury
 30 Stephan Munn
 37 Rob Brooks

MS (52) 11 Steve Pope
 16 Rubin Nash
 23 Carl Morris

WF (73) 32 Beatrice Taylor

WE (79)  8 Catherine Bowd
 20 Ingrid Heskett

37 Nicola Hull

WS (17)  15 Lucy Wright

Miller-Hallett Trophy - 5/10/2019

ME (92) 43 Stephen Domek

Leon Paul Open Sabre - 8/9/2019

MS (51) 11 Steve Pope
 25 Julian Ghosh

Derry Open -  16/11/2019

MF (15) 7 David White

WE (7) 3T Fiona Haldane

Elite Epee - 16/11/2019

ME (54) 7 Farhad Riahi
 13 Chris Howser
 20 Nicholas Murphy
 22 Chris Heaps

North West Open - 19/10/2019

WE (4) 1 Fiona Haldane

Sussex Open - 01/12/2019

MF (29) 10 Paul Lowen

ME (49) 2 Simon Pink
  3T Paul Donnelly
  5 John Hyde
  7 Gavin Moulton
  9 Stephan Munn
  10  Jeremy Baker
  11 Timothy Buzwell
  14 Will Miller
  19 Leonid Reznikovick

21 Howard West

MS (18) 2 Carl Morris
 8 Mike Smith

WF (24) 3T Beatrice Taylor
 6 Erika Cserny

WE (15)  3T Helen Thouless
6 Nicola Hull
7 Marg Oniye

WS (7) 2 Lucy Wright
 3T Jenny Morris
3T Joanne Yeates

Congratulations

to Fiona Haldane

Gold WE

North West Open!

Scottish Open - 1/12/2019

WF(16) 5 Caron Hale
 6 Sheila Anderson
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Medals at the Hampshire Open - Veterans

Womens Epee
Marg Oniye - Bronze, Sara Nuttall - Bronze,
Sarah Budden - Gold, Susan Brooks - Silver

Womens Sabre
Lucy Wright - Silver, Michele Narey- Gold
Jenny Morris and Alex Sapetschnig - Bronze

Mens Epee
Tom Chrisp - Bronze, Rob Brooks - Silver
Will Miller - Gold, Philip Jordan - Bronze

Mens Sabre
Ceri Thomas - Silver, Steve Pope - Gold
Rubin Nash and Richard Dickson - Bronze

Womens Foil
Jenny Morris - Silver, Caron Hale - Gold
Anne Dawkins and Marilyn Wheelband -
Bronze

Mens Foil
Adrian Griffin and Austen Rose - Bronze
Paul Wedge - Gold, Graham Reid - Silver

Photos - Gillian Aghajan
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Winton moments Photos - Gillian Aghajan
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Medals moments in Cairo

Photos - Gillian Aghajan
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Why was the
snowman
looking

through the
carrots?

1 How much did
Santa pay for his

sleigh?

2

What do you call
people who are
frightened of

Santa?

3
What kind of

motorbike
does Santa

ride?

What do you
call Santa’s

little helpers?
What do reindeer

hang on their
Christmas trees?

6

Answers

1. He was picking his nose!

2. Nothing. It was on the house!

3. Claustraphobic!

4. A Holly Davidson!

5. Subordinate clauses!

6. Hornaments!

4

5

Christmas crackers!
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Christmas Quiz

1) What are you eating if you are enjoying 'March Bread'?

2) Who was Scrooge's dead business partner in A Christmas

Carol?

3) What animal is Snowball in George Orwell's Animal Farm?

4) Which record was a Christmas number one in 1975 and

1991?

5) In Victorian England who were popularly called robins because of their red uniforms?

6) Which pantomime character marries Alice Fitzwarren?

7) Which Christmas plant takes its name from the first US Minister to Mexico?

8) Which group besides the Beatles is the only other other group to have three consecutive

Christmas number one singles?

9) In which pantomime does Wishee Washee appear?

10) In 1847 what did Tom Smith, a London confectioner,

invent?

11) Bethlehem is a tiny village in which UK country?

12) Who wrote the words of  'Auld Lang Syne'?

13) 'Christmas won't be Christmas without any presents' is

the opening line from which classic novel?

14) What do American singer and actor Dean Martin, actress

and singer Eartha Kitt, and Charlie Chaplin all have in

common?

15) The song White Christmas was first performed in which

Bing Crosby film?

1)Marzipan
2)Jacob Marley
3)Pig
4)Bohemian Rhapsody
5)Postmen
6)Dick Whittington
7)Poinsettia
8)Spice Girls
9)Aladdin
10)Christmas Crackers
11)Wales
12)Robert Burns
13)Little Women
14)All died on Christmas Day
15)Holiday Inn

Answers
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 3

6

9

   12

   15

 18

CHRISTMAS TV ADS

Can you name the companies or products that were being advertised
in the following pictures?

1 2

4 5

7 8

10 11

13 14

16 17
www.kensquiz.co.uk

1. Heathrow Airport  2. Boots   3. Coca Cola
4. TK Maxx   5. Aldi   6. Marks and Spencer
7. Argos    8. John Lewis  9. KFC
10. Waitrose   11. Sainsbury’s  12. Apple
13. Toys-R-Us   14. Irn-Bru  15. Sainsbury’s
16. Burberry   17. John Lewis  18. Amazon

Answers

https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
https://www.kensquiz.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CTVADS2019A.pdf
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Caption
Competition

December
Send your entry to Editor
g.aghajan@btinternet.com

Photos - Editor

Caption
Competition

August
Editor’s choice (seen on Facebook):

Editor’s Note:
The BVF newsletter is your voice: a chance for
you to put forward your views, send reports,
letters, photos or articles.
Please speak up!
Send to me: g.aghajan@btinternet.com

Editor

PLEASE NOTE
Any articles or letters
for the Spring
newsletter should be
sent to:
Gillian Aghajan
by 14th March 2020
email:
g.aghajan@btinternet.com

Photos - Editor

How  many Snowman
baubles can you find?

mailto:g.aghajan@btinternet.com
mailto:g.aghajan@btinternet.com
mailto:g.aghajan@virgin.net
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Life President Henry de Silva

Officers Chairman
Newsletter
Editor

Gillian Aghajan
g.aghajan@btinternet.com

Treasurer Caroline Clancy

carolinejaneclancy@gmail.com

Secretary Marcia Stretch Tel: 01293 786 841

marcia_stretch@hotmail.com

Elected
Members

Domestic
Fencing Officer

Lindsay Watkiss

fencerguy@hotmail.co.uk

International
Fencing Officer

Graham Paul
graham.paul@zen.co.uk

Webmaster Mike Swiffin

michael@ztechba.com

Membership
Secretary

Lucy Wright

lucywrightbvf@gmail.com

Carl Morris

carlmorrisbvf@gmail.com

Beth Davidson beth4fencing@aol.com

BVF contacts

Co-opted Members

Publicity Officer

Malcolm Fare

malcolm.fare@
crossword.demon.co.uk

IT Consultant

John Mason

John@jrmason.demon.co.uk

Sub-Committees

Selectors
Carl Morris (Chairman)
Jane Hutchison
Neal Mallett
Gillian Worman

Ranking System
John Mason (Chairman)
Hugh Kernohan
Graham Paul
Lindsay Watkiss

mailto:g.aghajan@btinternet.com
mailto:carolinejaneclancy@gmail.com
mailto:carolinejaneclancy@gmail.com
mailto:marcia_stretch@hotmail.com
mailto:fencerguy@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:duncanrowlands@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:grana
mailto:graham.paul@zen.co.uk
mailto:michael@ztechba.com
mailto:michael@ztechba.com
mailto:beth4fencing@aol.com
mailto:lucywrightbvf@gmail.com
mailto:beth4fencing@aol.com
mailto:carlmorrisbvf@gmail.com
mailto:beth4fencing@aol.com
mailto:lucywrightbvf@gmail.com
mailto:malcolm.fare@crossword.demon.co.uk
mailto:malcolm.fare@crossword.demon.co.uk
mailto:malcolm.fare@crossword.demon.co.uk
mailto:malcolm.fare@crossword.demon.co.uk
mailto:malcolm.fare@crossword.demon.co.uk
mailto:malcolm.fare@crossword.demon.co.uk
mailto:John@jrmason.demon.co.uk

